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themselves successfully, but they were growing weary of these constant efforts Their numbers were increasing, and their narrow valleys were too strait for them They also had heard of fertile, scantily peopled lands in other parts, of which they could possess themselves by force 01 treaty, and they had already shown signs of restlessness Many thousands of them had broken out at the time of the Cimbiian invasion They had defeated Cassms Longinus, who was then consul, near their own border, and had annihilated his army They had earned fiie and sword down the left bank of the Rhone They had united themselves with the Teutons, and had intended to accompany them into Italy Their first enterprise failed They perished in the great battle at Aix, and the paient tube had remained quiet for forty years till a new generation had grown to manhood Once more their ambition had revived Like the Germans, they had formed friendships among the Gallic factions Then reputation as warriors made them welcome to the patriots In a fight for independence they would foim a valuable addition to the forces of their countiymen They had allies among the Sequani, they had allies in the anti-Roman paity which had risen among the .ZEdui, and a plan had been formed in concert with their friends for a migration to the shores of the Bay of Biscay between the mouths of the Garonne and the Loire The Cimbri and Teutons had passed away, but the ease with which the Cimbri had made the circuit of these districts had shown how slight resistance could be expected fiom the inhabitants Perhaps their coming had been anticipated and prepared for The oldei men among the Helvetia had discouraged the pioject when it was first mooted, but they had